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In this presentation, we seek to document and substantiate the scalar production of techno-natures by 
elaborating how Spain's modernization process after the Civil War became a deeply and very specific 
scalar geographical project, articulated through the production of a specific technonatural hydraulic 
edifice. We shall focus on the momentous transformation of the hydraulic environment during the 
Franco period (1939-1975) and seek to reformulate Spain's socio-hydraulic reconstruction in the 
context of a double and partly contradictory ‘scalar’ politics. This, in turn, will permit casting light on the 
current intense hydro-political struggled unfolding in Spain. 
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Zur Person: Dr. Erik Swyngedouw is Professor of Geography at Manchester University. He was 
professor of Geography at Oxford University and Fellow of St. Peter’s College until 2006. He holds a 
Ph.D. in Geography and Environmental Engineering from the Johns Hopkins University and Masters in 
Urban Planning and in Agricultural Engineering from the University of Leuven, Belgium. He has held 
visiting professorships at the Universities of Seville, Spain, the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, 
Greece, the Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium, the University of Washington, Seattle, and York 
University, Toronto. 
His research interests include political-ecology, water and water resources, the political-economy of 
capitalist societies, the dynamics of urban and regional change, and the politics of globalisation. He 
has published over 50 papers on these themes. Recent books include ‘Urbanising Globalisation’ (co-
edited, OUP 2003), ‘Social Power and the Urbanization of Water-Flows of Power’ (OUP 2004) and In 
the Nature of Cities (co-edited, Routledge, 2006).  
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